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and Laos. On the east of Kambuja the Annamites gradually
conquered nearly the whole of the kingdom of Champa by the
fifteenth century. Kambuja was now hard pressed by these two
important Thai powers on two sides, who steadily encroached upon
its territory. This simultaneous pressure from the two flanks proved
the ftiin of Kambuja. Its weak and helpless rulers tried to save
themselves by playing off their two powerful enemies against each
other, but with disastrous consequences to themselves. For centuries
Kambuja remained the victim of her two pitiless aggressive neigh-
bours. At last, shorn of power and prestige, Ang Duong, the king
of Kambuja, now reduced to a petty state, threw himself under the
protection of the French in 1854, and thus the once mighty kingdom
of Kambuja became, as it still is, a petty French Protectorate.